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Literature is a human apocalypse, man’s revelation to man, and criticism is not a body of adjudications, but the awareness of that revelation, the last judgment of mankind.   

                    
         Northrop Frye

The Department of English has been busy and productive this year.  We've begun a process of curriculum reform that should improve the structure of our degree program. Both English 211 and 212 -- the surveys of Literatures in English -- were offered for the first time, to full classes. And the Department has recently committed to implementing a special concentration in Creative Writing as part of its Group III offerings.

Since the last issue, Lynn Wells's book has been published, Tom Chase's Directorship of the Centre for Academic Technologies has been extended to 2006, Nick Ruddick has been named interim director of the Humanities Research Institute, Jeanne Shami has  organized the 18th annual John Donne Society conference, Andy Stubbs has won  1st  prize in a poetry contest,  Mike Trussler has been invited to a short story conference in Oslo, and Kathleen Wall has given a paper on Virginia Woolf in the HRI series.  

Our students have accomplished a great deal.  No fewer than eight students -- one an undergraduate -- have had papers accepted at international conferences.  These successes, and the hard work that went into them by both students and faculty, put into perspective the other aspect of the new University culture with which we are learning to deal -- plagiarism.  This year over 25 cases of plagiarism have been detected, and the numbers are increasing.  While we ponder the causes, and study means of preventing  academic dishonesty, we are increasingly aware of our duty to make honest and ongoing conversation with other scholars part of the culture of learning in which our students develop.

We are also involved in the ongoing Faculty Planning process.  Two of our members -- Lynn Wells and Tom Chase – belong to the Committee, and both Ken Mitchell (as Co-ordinator of First Year English) and myself (as Head) made  submissions to and met with the Committee.  We emphasized the importance of literacy to our mandate, and focused on offering high-quality undergraduate education and Master's degrees.  The success of our students in entering academic professions as well as securing exciting and rewarding employment was the theme of our Careers Night for majors and prospective majors organized by Susan Johnston.  We need to keep our focus -- and the focus of the  University -- on these important issues as the Faculty moves to the next stage of planning and produces its initial report.

Jeanne Shami, Department Head
CAREERS NIGHT FOR ENGLISH MAJORS
About 30 students turned out in the bitter cold evening of March 6 to hear alumni speakers talk about life outside the walls of the English Department.  We welcomed Dr. Reta Guilbault (formerly Terry), B.A. Hons. 1995, M.A. 1997, now a policy analyst and assistant to 4th Vice-Chief Lawrence Joseph of the Department of Justice and Health at the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations; Amy Nelson-Mile, B.A.Hons. 1986, a free-lance writer now enjoying her work as an arts administrator for the Saskatchewan Writers’ Guild; Rebecca Gibbons, B.A. Hons. 1999, who spoke about her time as a producer for Reuters; and Nolan Whyte, B.A. 2001, who addressed his experiences teaching English as a Second Language in Busan, South Korea.  This annual event is rapidly becoming an important part of our commitment to the English community, both past and future.  If you are interested in participating in, or in hearing more about, our careers nights,  please contact Susan Johnston at  585-4672, or at Susan.Johnston@uregina.ca.  

VISITING SPEAKERS

On Friday, April 4 at 3:30 p.m. in Ad-Hum. 348, Dr. David Parkinson gave a talk entitled "'The Legend of the Bischop of St. Androis Lyfe' and the Survival of Scottish Poetry" as part of our annual speakers' exchange with the University of Saskatchewan's English Dept.  A reception followed in the lounge.

On Friday, April 11 at 3:30 p.m. in Ad-Hum. 348, Dr. Philip Tew, a prominent scholar of contemporary British fiction from the University of Central England in Birmingham, will be giving a talk tentatively titled "Contemporary British Fiction: Reading Beyond Postmodernism?"  He will also participate in a graduate student workshop on the same day, tentatively set for 1:30 p.m. in the same room, and provisionally titled "Myth and History as Themes in Contemporary British Fiction; or, Defining the Contemporary in Contemporary British Fiction."  A reception will follow the 3:30 paper in the lounge. 

Please contact Lynn Wells (Lynn.Wells@uregina.ca or 585-4300) for information regarding either of these events.

ORLENE MURAD ACADEMIC DISCUSSION SERIES

Sandy Bingaman and Florence Stratton
During this past very long winter, our minds and spirits were enriched and refreshed by presentations by our colleagues at our monthly meetings.  In January, Stephen Moore took us away in time and place to Olde Scotland with his "Look at the Realism of Henryson's Morall Fabillis."  In February, we were transported by Christian Riegel to Africa to learn about "The Complications of Naming in Margaret Laurence's 'The Drummer of All the World'"  Our March journey was into the similarities and differences of three academic disciplines when Thomas Bredhol (History), Eldon Soifer (Philosophy), and Michael Trussler showed us "Different Approaches: History, Literature and Philosophy."  Once again we would like to thank these people for sharing their insights and expertise.

None of this would have been possible without the work of many people.  Joanne Pederson arranged for the rooms for us, and Bette Fiege produced our advertising posters and reminder notices.  Florence Stratton, Jeanne Shami, and Kathleen Wall provided wonderful food for receptions, as did Ken Mitchell (whom we forgot to thank earlier) for our December gathering.  Profound thanks to you all.

We know that these speakers will be hard acts to follow, but we urge you all to think about trying.  Please let Sandy Bingaman know if you would like to present a paper at one of next year's O.M.A.D. sessions.

PUBLIC READINGS

The Saskatchewan Chapter of the Emily Dickinson Society will present another poetry reading at Chapters during Poetry Week, beginning April 22, featuring Cindy MacKenzie, Nick Ruddick and four Saskatchewan poets. Announcements as to time will be posted.

An Open Mike Poetry Reading, organized by Randy Lundy of SIFC, was held March 6, in the Language Institute Theatre; many thanks to Randy and to all the students who took part. 

WASCANA REVIEW
Michael Trussler, Editor
Vol. 36 No. 2 of Wascana Review has just been published, a general issue containing an essay on Gertrude Stein by Sabine Metzger, a review of Mark Cochrane's Change Room by Sue Sorenson, and poems and stories by Virgil Suarez, Elana Wolff, Norman Lock and others.  A special issue, "The Twentieth Century," which features work by Linda Hutcheon, Mark Kingwell Janette Turner Hospital and others, is available and can be purchased by writing to Wascana Review , Department of English, University of Regina, Regina, SK   S4S 0A2, and sending a cheque or money order for $7.   Annual subscriptions are also available.  Wascana Review is planning a special issue on the contemporary short story; for more information, please contact the editor, Michael Trussler, at Michael.Trussler@uregina.ca or by writing to the above address. 

STUDENT NEWS

Tracy Hamon (U3) will be reading from her poetry at the Neil Balkwill Civic Arts Centre in Regina on April 24, 2003 at 8:00 p.m.  Her work has appeared in Grain and is forthcoming in A Room of One’s Own.  

Tyler Hopson (U4) has been accepted into the Master of Journalism program at the University of British Columbia.  

JoAnna Mansbridge (U4) has been offered $17,000 to attend the Master of Arts program in English and Theatre at Simon Fraser University. 
Elise Moore (U4) has been accepted into the M.A. program in English at McGill University in Montreal.  

Erin Strachan (U2) has been accepted into the Ripon and York Exchange Program.  She will spend the Fall 2003 semester in  England, studying English and Theatre.  

GRADUATE NEWS

Cassandra Kulay has won the Dawson Prize 2002 for her essay on Kate Chopin’s The Awakening, entitled “Dramatic Clashes: Understanding Edna Pontellier.”  

Paul Compton will receive his M.A. at spring convocation.  His thesis, supervised by Michael Trussler, was entitled “’Words Cannot Express’: Aesthetic Trauma and Strategies of Representation in Timothy Findley’s The Wars, Steven Spielberg’s Saving Private Ryan, and Art Spiegelman’s Maus: A Survivor’s Tale.”

The following students have had their “interesting and worthwhile” papers accepted for the Marlowe Society of American conference in Cambridge England: 

Samantha Jackson, “Love and Manipulation in Dido, Queen of Carthage.”

Marcy Koethler, “Testimony in Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage.”

Cassandra Kulay, “Nothing Sacred:  Comic Manipulation in Dido, Queen of Carthage.”

Jared McGeough, “’But I do it through burning zeal’:  The Replacement of the Sublime Object, Jouissance, and the Paradox of Law in The Jew of Malta.”

Tara Seel, “The Victimization of Zenocrate in Marlowe’s Tamburlaine.”

Jennifer Arends’ paper, "Life?  Literature?  Virginia Woolf and T.S. Eliot on Form", will be presented at the Thirteenth Annual Conference on Virginia Woolf, “Woolf in the Real World,” at Smith College this summer.

Congratulations to the students who have received scholarships and research assistantships this summer:  Jennifer Arends, Robin Markel, Darcy Kirkham and Marcy Koethler.  

The Department of English welcomes two new M.A. candidates to the program this semester, Tammy Bowman and Susan Dusel.  

NEWS OF DEPARTMENT MEMBERS

Susan Bauman’s article, “In the Market for Fame:  The Victorian Publication History of the Brontë Poems,” which considers closely some little-known advertisements and illustrations for the Brontë books, is forthcoming in Victorian Review 29.2 (2003). 

Thomas Chase presented “Digital Identities and the Transformation of Academic Culture” at the 44th Annual Conference of the Midwest Modern Language Association in Minneapolis, MN, on November 7, 2002.   In addition, he has also published articles and reviews recently in The American Organist, Choir & Organ (U.K.), and the Journal of the Midwest Modern Language Association.  

Marcel DeCoste presented a paper entitled “The Rituals of Violence: High Modernism and the Cycles of History” at the University of Saskatchewan on February 7, as part of an exchange of speakers between the English Departments of the University of Saskatchewan and the University of Regina.   He is also Fiction Editor of the Wascana Review.  

Frances Greenslade (Luther/SIFC) won a Saskatchewan Book Award for A Pilgrim in Ireland.  The book was the winner in the non-fiction category and was nominated in four others.  

Gerry Hill (Luther) presented readings from the collection of poetry, The Man From Saskatchewan, at two sessions of the Saskatchewan Festival of Words, July 26, 2002.  

Dorothy Lane (Luther) has published biographies of Lillian Allen, Reshard Gool, and Yvone Trainer, and an article entitled “Commonwealth in Canadian Literature,”  in the Encyclopedia of Literature in Canada.  She presented “Boundaries and Interpretations: Learning in India” at the Association for Lutheran College Faculty Conference in Forest City, Iowa, October 4-6, 2002.   

Susan Johnston has published two brief articles, on  Maria Edgeworth’s Belinda and Charles Dickens’ Hard Times, in the Cyclopedia of Literary Places (Pasadena: Salem Press, 2003.  3 vols).  

Cindy MacKenzie will attend the American Literature  Association in May and present a paper at the Learneds, entitled, "'It ceas'd to hurt me:' The Consolatory Power of Dickinson's Poetry".  She is also collaborating on an edition of essays, both scholarly and personal, on the subject of pain and consolation in Dickinson's letters and poems.  The curator of the Dickinson Homestead has commissioned Cindy to make a number of items from the fabric reproduced to make two more "white dresses".  Both the fabric and laces are on display in the English department office for viewing.  She has also been nominated to the Board of Directors of the Emily Dickinson International Society.

Ken Mitchell recently took part in a film workshop for ACCESS TV in Edmonton for a new series on Western Canadian films, Movies West.  ACCESS broadcast The Hounds of Notre Dame (for which Ken wrote the screenplay in 1981) in its series on March 20.  The film was also shown on SCN in Saskatchewan on Feb. 28.   He spoke recently on story-telling to the Regina Probus Club (March 3), Wesley United Church (March 11), and Central Collegiate in Moose Jaw (Jan. 13).  He was the feature speaker at the Sons of Scotland Burns Night on Jan. 25, and conducted a seminar on the works of Sinclair Ross for the Grade 10 class at Indian Head High School on March 13.  This summer will see two new productions of plays.  Davin  will be presented as part of Regina’s centennial by Regina Little Theatre and Regina Summer State, June 11-14.  Year of the Moose (a “melodious moosical,” co-written with Barbara Sapergia and Geoofrey Ursell) is being presented during Moose Jaw’s centennial celebrations in June and July.  A new novel, The Heroic Adventures of Donny Coyote, is scheduled for publication in the fall.  At the time of publication, Ken is travelling in China, where he will be giving a creative writing workshop at the Bond Language Institute in Zhongsan. 

Stephen Moore's article, "Apply Yourself: Learning while Reading the Tale of Melibee" has been accepted for publication in the Chaucer Review.  The essay offers a corrective to misreadings of a number of the tale's key cruces, while arguing that the narrative structure of this neglected tale is crucial to its didactic purpose.

Nick Ruddick gave a paper, "Grant Allen's Notorious Bestseller, The Woman Who Did  (1895): What Did She Do? Why Did She Do It? and What Were the Consequences," in the Profiling Scholarship Seminar Series, Humanities Research Institute, University of Regina, 7 November 2002. In January 2003 he was appointed Interim Director of the Humanities Research Institute at the University of Regina. In March 2003 he presented a paper, "Resisting the Temptation to Rewrite Perrault's 'Bluebeard,'" at the 24th International Conference on the Fantastic in the Arts in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

Jeanne Shami recently completed her tenure as President of the John Donne Society by organizing the 18th annual conference of the Society in Gulfport, Mississippi, which drew participants from Canada, England, the States, Finland, and the Netherlands.  For the occasion, Kathryn Laurin produced a CD of music to accompany an authentic reconstruction of a Lenten service, featuring the plenary lecturer, Peter McCullough of Oxford, as John Donne. THe Society has asked her to plan the program for the 20th anniversary in 2005.  In January, Jeanne flew to Ottawa to serve on a SSHRC adjudication committee for awarding Postdoctoral Fellowships.  This is the first of a three-year term, and involved reading over 100 applications, in the first round, and another 40 or so in the final round. This is the first time the University of Regina has been represented on this awards committee.  In April, Jeanne has been invited by the University of Massachusetts' Dr. Arthur Kinney (editor of English Literary Renaissance) to participate in a seminar examining the Dame Helen Gardner archive of Renaissance papers.  Gardner, who edited many of Donne's poems for Oxford University Press, left a mass of papers.  Jeanne will be reporting on the papers relating to Donne's sermons, about which Gardner published nothing in her lifetime.  

Michael Trussler’s poem, “The Voice in the Museum, Its Intimacy,” appears in Grain 30.3 (Winter 2003): 30-33.  An article, “On the Short Story and the Short-Story Cyle,” appeared in Contemporary Literature 43.3 (Fall 2002): 598-605. 

Kathleen Wall presented “’Listen Not to the Bark of the Guns but to the Voices of the Poets’: The Aesthetics of Virginia Woolf’s Three Guineas” as part of the Humanities Research Institute’s Profiling Scholarship/Causeries Series (Spring 2003) on March 13, 2003.  

Lynn Wells has published a book, Allegories of Telling:  Self-Referential Narrative in Contemporary British Fiction (Amsterdam: Rodolpi, 2003).  She presented "Soft City:  Urban Identity in Zadie Smith's London" at the North American Conference on British Studies in Baltimore on Nov. 8, 2002.  Her article, “Corso, Ricorso:  Historical Repetition and Cultural Reflection in A.S. Byatt's Possession," has appeared in Modern Fiction Studies 48.3 (Fall 2002).

ALUMNOTES

Rhoda Cairns graduated with a B.A.  Hons. in  1991.  She is "still" enrolled in a Ph.D. program at Miami University in Oxford,  Kentucky, teaching first-year composition.  This year she has been appointed as one of two assistant directors for the Center for Writing Excellence, a new Writing Across the Curriculum initiative at MU.  She has completed all of her course work and the comps, and is now working on the prospectus for her dissertation. She is still thinking about how John Donne might comment on her progress and her life.

Bonita Dolmage (M.A. 2001) is currently working in Changchun, 

China for a one-semester term at a Middle School. She's teaching 

English as a Foreign and/or Second Language to several classes of Grades 7 and 8, as well as participating in the training and development of Chinese English teachers who are permanent, full-time faculty at the school. She and her family will return to Regina in July, 2003. For the past year, Bonita taught English 100 for the 

Department of English at the U of R, for Campion College and for 

Continuing Education.

E.M. Jones (B.A. 1996) recently completed her B.Ed. at Brock University in St. Catharine’s, Ontario, and now  Music, Gr. 5 – 8,at Delia School of Canada in Hong Kong.  She returns to Brock in September to pursue an M.Ed.  Her favourite activity is motorcycling on the south side of Hong Kong Island.  

Tim Kalinowski (B.A. 2001) has recently won the Dean's Award for Global Studies at the University of Waterloo, where he is pursuing a Master’s degree in Communications. 

News to be included in the next issue of Inklings is due  November 15, 2003.

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR NEWS TO:

Cindy MacKenzie, Editor
INKLINGS

Department of English
University of Regina
Regina, SK   S4S 0A2
or e-mail 

Cindy.MacKenzie@uregina.ca










